Pre-operative albendazole therapy for recurrent hydatid disease.
Two patients with recurrent hydatid disease had a 1-month course of albendazole before surgery. In one case with a thick-walled host capsule, the scolicidal effect was incomplete, but, in the second case, in which thin-walled cysts were present, albendazole entered the cyst and was completely effective as a scolicidal agent. For thick-walled cysts, it may be necessary to use albendazole for more than 1 month pre-operatively in order to achieve a scolicidal effect.